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Social Media Comments

First Supervisory District of Suffolk County
201 Sunrise Highway
Patchogue, New York 11772

Board
Policy

In order for Eastern Suffolk BOCES to meet its communications goals and objectives to engage with the 
public on ESBOCES-approved social networking/social media sites, the following guidelines have been 
established for members of the public who participate in such activities.

ESBOCES shall monitor its social media/social networking sites for all comments by the public that may be 
in violation of established ESBOCES policies and regulations.

ESBOCES reserves the right to deny access to ESBOCES-approved social networking/social media sites to 
any individual who violates this policy, at any time and without prior notice.

Comments containing any of the following inappropriate forums of context shall not be permitted on 
ESBOCES-approved social networking/social media sites and are subject to removal and/or restriction by 
the ESBOCES site administrator or his/her designee:

 content that is not related to the original topic, including random or unintelligible comments;

 profane, obscene, violent, sexual, or pornographic context and/or language;

 content that promotes, fosters, or perpetuates discrimination on the basis of sex, gender, gender 
identity or expression, transgender status, race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national 
origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence 
victim status, genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by 
Federal, State, or local law;

 defamatory or personal attacks;

 threats to any person or organization;

 solicitation of commerce, including, but not limited to, advertising of any business or product for 
sale;

 conduct in violation of any Federal, State, or local law;

 encouragement of illegal activity;

 information that may tend to compromise the safety or security of the public or public system; 
and

 content that violates illegal ownership interests, such as copyright or trademark.
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All comments posted to any ESBOCES social media/social networking sites, including, but not limited to, 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Linkedin, and Youtube, are bound by the sites’ established rights and 
responsibilities, and ESBOCES reserves the right to report any violation of those rights and responsibilities 
to the site with the intent of the site taking appropriate and reasonable action.

A comment posted by a member of the public on any ESBOCES-approved social media/social networking 
site is the opinion of the commenter or poster only.  Publication of a comment does not imply 
endorsement of or agreement by ESBOCES, nor do comments necessarily reflect the opinion or policies 
of ESBOCES.

References:
 Administrative Regulation 5112R.2 - Social Networking Sites
 Board Policy 6420 – Confidentiality of Student Records – Access and Challenge
 Administrative Regulation 6420R.1 – C Confidentiality of Student Records – Access and 

Challenge
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